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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The right to peace, recognized as a fundamental human right in international
instruments such as the 1984 United Nations General Assembly Declaration
(A/RES/39/11), extends beyond the mere absence of armed conflict to encompass a
dynamic, positive process grounded in respect for human rights, social justice, and
sustainable development. This study investigates the intricate relationship between
sustainable peace and a democratic and equitable international order, addressing the
central question of whether such an order contributes to enduring peace. In a global
context marked by persistent challenges (including foreign interventions, unilateral
sanctions, economic inequalities, impunity for international crimes, and structural
violence) peace emerges not only as an ethical ideal but as an indispensable normative
foundation for any just global order. The research posits that sustainable peace is a
prerequisite for the emergence and endurance of a democratic international order, while
the latter, in turn, institutionalizes and reinforces peace through mechanisms of
multilateralism, solidarity, and equal participation. Drawing on UN resolutions and
reports from independent experts, the analysis underscores the mutual reinforcement
between these phenomena: violations of peace undermine democratic legitimacy and
justice, perpetuating cycles of instability rooted in North-South disparities and hegemonic
structures. Ultimately, the study aims to demonstrate that without sustainable peace,
international efforts toward justice and development remain inherently fragile, while a
truly democratic order fosters the conditions for lasting peace and the full realization of
human rights for all.
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Methodology

This research employs a library-based, descriptive-analytical approach, relying on a
diverse array of secondary sources to examine the interplay between sustainable peace
and a democratic and equitable international order. Primary materials include
international legal and political documents, such as UN General Assembly and Human
Rights Council resolutions (e.g., A/HRC/RES/18/6 on the promotion of a democratic and
equitable international order), declarations on the right to peace, and reports by
independent experts like Alfred de Zayas, Livingstone Sewanyana, and Fabian Salvioli.
These are supplemented by scholarly works in law, political science, and peace studies,
including contributions from authors such as Johan Galtung, Oliver Richmond, and others
addressing structural violence, democratic peace theory, and transitional justice. The
analysis is structured around three main sections: the first explores peace as the normative
foundation of international order by identifying negative factors that breach it; the second
examines the reciprocal role of a democratic order in institutionalizing peace through
positive mechanisms; and the third evaluates challenges to sustainability, emphasizing
the indispensability of peace for democratic legitimacy. This methodological framework
allows for a comprehensive, evidence-based exploration of theoretical and practical
dimensions, ensuring a balanced and objective assessment grounded in established
international norms and expert insights.
Result and discussion

The findings reveal a bidirectional and reinforcing relationship between sustainable
peace and a democratic and equitable international order, structured across three key axes.
First, peace serves as the normative bedrock of international order, where negative
dimensions (such as extraterritorial application of national laws, attempts to overthrow
legitimate governments, global economic crises, racism, structural and cultural violence,
and impunity) act as primary barriers to its emergence. These factors, often embedded in
hegemonic structures and North-South inequalities, erode institutional legitimacy and
perpetuate instability, as evidenced by UN reports highlighting threats like unilateral
coercive measures and failures in accountability for international crimes. Second, a
democratic international order actively institutionalizes peace through positive
mechanisms, including the UN's promotion of a culture of peace, disarmament,
transitional and criminal justice, youth participation, intercultural dialogue, and
multilateral cooperation. Examples from missions like UNTAC in Cambodia and
MINUSMA in Mali illustrate how integrated efforts in prevention, peacemaking, and
peacebuilding reinforce each other, while solidarity and human rights operationalization
create virtuous cycles. Third, the sustainability of peace hinges on a democratic order, yet
current global structures suffer from deficiencies: concentrated power in institutions like
the Security Council, hasty liberalization in post-conflict settings, economic disparities,
limitations in democratic peace theory (e.g., risks of ideological polarization and
interventionism), and tensions between short-term compromises and long-term justice.
These challenges, drawn from analyses of cases like Colombia and Sudan, demonstrate
that absent peace, any order remains inherently unstable, undemocratic, and unjust,
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"requiring simultaneous structural, cultural, and normative transformations to break cycles
of violence and impunity.
Conclusion

In conclusion, sustainable peace and a democratic and equitable international order are
inextricably intertwined, each serving as a precondition for the other's endurance and
legitimacy. The analysis confirms that peace is not merely an outcome of an equitable
order but its foundational prerequisite, as breaches through interventions, inequalities,
and impunity render global structures fragile and illegitimate. Conversely, a democratic
and equitable international order institutionalizes peace by fostering multilateralism,
accountability, and inclusive participation, thereby enabling the full realization of human
rights and global justice. Without this mutual reinforcement, efforts to address
transnational challenges falter, perpetuating instability. Ultimately, achieving both
demands profound structural reforms (to dismantle hegemonic imbalances and promote
solidarity) alongside cultural shifts toward non-violence and normative commitments to
equality. These interdependent dynamic underscores peace as an enabling right essential
for human dignity and development, highlighting that true global justice emerges only
through their simultaneous advancement, ensuring a stable, legitimate order where human
rights are universally upheld.
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