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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In the contemporary era, communication technologies, particularly social networks,
have evolved into pivotal tools shaping social movements and playing a central role in
advancing digital peace. The emergence of "digital peace" as an interdisciplinary concept
signifies the convergence of cyberspace capacities with peace-oriented ideals, viewing
peace not merely as the absence of physical violence but as a dynamic, participatory
process. Social networks offer unprecedented potential for empowering activists,
disseminating alternative narratives, and fostering transnational solidarity. However, their
role in transforming peace movements is dualistic and complex. While these platforms
facilitate rapid information dissemination, create global public spheres, and enable
collective action coordination, they also pose significant challenges such as the spread of
misinformation, algorithmic polarization, digital surveillance, and cyber repression. This
study aims to critically examine how social networks are redefining the nature, strategies,
and impact of peace movements in the 21st century, exploring both their transformative
potential and inherent risks within the framework of digital peace.

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical and review methodology. It
systematically collects and analyzes credible scientific sources—including books,
scholarly articles, and research reports—from the fields of communication studies, peace
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studies, and social movements. The study employs a hybrid theoretical framework
integrating Jirgen Habermas's Theory of Communicative Action and Manuel Castells's
Theory of Communication Power. Habermas's theory provides a lens to analyze
discursive practices and rational dialogue in digital public spheres, while Castells's theory
offers insights into the structural, networked dynamics of power, mobilization, and
identity formation in the digital age. This combined approach enables a comprehensive
analysis of social networks' roles at both discursive and organizational levels, addressing
how they simultaneously enable and constrain peace activism.

Result and discussion

The findings reveal an inherent paradox in the role of social networks in peace
movements.

1. Discursive Dimension (Habermasian Perspective): Social networks facilitate
communicative action by enabling alternative discourse, documenting violence, and
fostering transnational dialogue. They serve as digital public spheres where rational
discourse on peace can flourish. Examples include citizen journalism exposing wartime
atrocities and cross-border dialogue initiatives between conflicting groups. However, this
space is often compromised by strategic action—manifested through misinformation
campaigns, algorithmic filtering bubbles, and polarized debates—which undermines
genuine dialogue and consensus-building.

2. Structural-Organizational Dimension (Castellsian Perspective): Social networks
transform peace movements through decentralized, horizontal structures that enable rapid
mobilization and the exercise of communication power. Hashtag campaigns (e.g.,
#NoWar) exemplify networked, leaderless mobilization that transcends geographical
boundaries. Activists leverage these platforms to construct collective identities,
disseminate powerful symbols, and challenge dominant war narratives. Conversely, these
same technologies empower state and non-state actors to conduct digital surveillance,
cyber suppression, and narrative warfare against peace activists, highlighting a dual
capacity for both empowerment and control.

3. Integrated Analysis: The Core Paradox: Social networks are simultaneously
enabling and restrictive. They provide tools for global connectivity and grassroots
mobilization yet are susceptible to manipulation, commercialization, and algorithmic
biases. The very platforms that amplify peaceful dissent can also be weaponized to spread
hatred, monitor activists, and deepen digital divides—particularly affecting marginalized
communities in conflict zones.

Conclusion

Social networks have fundamentally reshaped peace movements, introducing both
unprecedented opportunities and novel risks. Realizing "digital peace" necessitates
moving beyond an instrumentalist view of technology and recognizing these platforms as
contested arenas of narrative, identity, and power. To harness their peace-building
potential, the study recommends:

- Enhancing critical media literacy among citizens and activists.

- Developing secure, decentralized communication technologies (e.g., open-source
encrypted tools).
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- Establishing transparent governance frameworks for social media platforms to
mitigate harmful content while safeguarding freedom of expression.

- Addressing the digital divide to ensure inclusive and safe access for marginalized
groups in conflict regions.

Future research should focus on platform-specific algorithmic logics, longitudinal
studies of digital peace campaigns, and context-sensitive analyses in non-Western
settings to further refine theoretical and practical approaches to digital peacebuilding.
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