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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Religious, sectarian, ethnic, cultural, linguistic, and gender diversity constitute a
defining feature of the contemporary world. All societies possess a certain degree of this
diversity. The recent paradigm shift has reoriented the understanding of diversity—from
a challenging, threat-based tradition toward a treasure-based, opportunity-oriented
perspective.

This article pursues three interconnected primary objectives. First, it aims to explain
and compare the relationships and linkages among the three concepts of
multiculturalism, citizenship, and peace in light of the existing theoretical literature.
Second, drawing upon historical discourses and relevant documents, it seeks to adapt
these relationships and linkages to the Iranian context. Finally, it endeavors to enrich the
academic discourse and offer practical insights for the simultaneous reinforcement of
these three concepts.

Methodology

The method employed in this study is analytical-deductive. This is a theory-driven
approach wherein the researcher commences with a predetermined theoretical
framework or hypothesis, subsequently analyzing data to confirm or refine that theory.
The analytical-deductive research method consists of the following five steps: a)
Defining the theoretical framework: Selecting an existing theory or model as the
foundation of the research. b) Formulating research questions: Translating the theory
into testable questions or hypotheses. ¢) Data collection: Gathering data based on the
predefined theoretical framework. d) Deductive coding: Applying predetermined codes
and themes to the data. ) Analysis and interpretation: Assessing the degree of
alignment between the findings and the initial theory.
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Result and discussion

The findings indicate that the comprehension of certain concepts is contingent upon
understanding their interrelated counterparts. For instance, the concept of
multiculturalism (diversity) cannot be adequately explained without grasping related
concepts such as citizenship, democracy, justice, and peace. The meaningful
interpretation of multiculturalism is contingent upon its interconnection with these other
concepts. Understanding the relationships among diversity (multiculturalism), the
equitable distribution of resources and opportunities without any hierarchy or
discrimination (citizenship), and the realization of a desirable collective condition
(positive peace) necessitates an integrated theoretical framework. The article argues that
multiculturalism, citizenship, and peace are components of a dynamic system wherein
the absence or weakness of any one component renders the achievement of the others
either impossible or fragile.
Conclusion

This study demonstrates that Iranian society is situated amidst an ambiguity and a
gap between the country's multicultural reality and a hierarchical perspective—
identified as the most significant obstacle to the realization of citizenship and,
consequently, the attainment of positive peace. Appropriate measures are required to
address this situation. In its final section, drawing upon this conceptual model and
considering the specific conditions of Iran, the article proposes coherent strategies for
the simultaneous strengthening of all three concepts to transcend this ambiguity.
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