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Extended Abstract
Introduction

This article investigates the metaphysical presuppositions underlying political
conceptions of peace by examining the dominant metaphor through which the modern
state has been understood: the state as a person. Rather than treating peace as a merely
normative or institutional problem, the study asks a prior ontological question: peace
between whom? This question leads directly to the metaphysics of peace, for the identity
and mode of being of the actors involved determine the conceptual horizon within which
peace becomes intelligible. From early modern political thought onward—most
decisively in Hobbes—the state is construed not simply as an institutional arrangement
but as an artificial person endowed with unity, agency, and autonomy. This
personification is not an ornamental figure of speech; it constitutes a structuring
conceptual framework that shapes how sovereignty, responsibility, conflict, and peace
are understood. If states are autonomous persons existing in a condition analogous to the
state of nature vis-a-vis one another, then peace cannot be conceived as a natural or
enduring state of affairs. Instead, it becomes provisional, contingent, and perpetually
vulnerable to dissolution. The article argues that the enduring difficulty of
conceptualizing lasting peace in modern political thought is not primarily a moral or
institutional failure. Rather, it is rooted in a deeper metaphysical commitment: the
understanding of the state as an autonomous political person. By bringing this
commitment into view, the study reorients the debate on peace from normative design to
conceptual foundations.

Methodology

The article employs the framework of cognitive metaphor theory, particularly as
developed by George Lakoff and Mark Johnson. Within this approach, metaphors are not
treated as rhetorical embellishments but as fundamental cognitive structures that organize
perception, reasoning, and political imagination. Conceptual metaphors structure entire
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domains of thought by mapping familiar experiential patterns—such as personhood—
onto more abstract entities—such as the state. Through close textual analysis of key
moments in early modern and modern political philosophy, the study reconstructs how
the metaphor STATE IS A PERSON functions as a generative conceptual schema. This
reconstruction does not aim merely to catalogue metaphorical language; rather, it seeks
to uncover the inferential consequences that follow once the state is conceptualized as
possessing autonomy, will, unity, and responsibility. The method is therefore both
analytical and genealogical. It analyzes the internal logic of the metaphor while tracing
its consolidation in political theory. By identifying the entailments of the person-state
metaphor—particularly the analogy between interpersonal and interstate relations—the
article clarifies how the metaphysical status of the state structures the conceptual space
within which peace is imagined. The shift from normative analysis to conceptual
reconstruction allows the study to expose assumptions that often remain implicit in
political discourse.
Results and Discussion

The analysis demonstrates that the metaphor of the state as a person generates a
coherent but restrictive conceptual field. If a state is understood as an autonomous self—
analogous to an individual human being—then its external relations mirror the
interpersonal condition prior to civil authority. Just as individuals in the state of nature
lack a common superior and therefore remain in a condition of potential conflict, states—
lacking a global sovereign—exist in a structurally analogous situation. This mapping
produces several consequences. First, peace between states cannot be ontologically
primary; it must be constructed, negotiated, or imposed. Second, peace becomes
secondary to sovereignty: the preservation of the state’s autonomy takes precedence over
the maintenance of harmony. Third, even when institutional arrangements are
introduced—such as federations, international law, or balance-of-power systems—the
underlying ontology of discrete, self-contained political persons remains intact. As a
result, peace appears not as a stable condition but as an interruption within a deeper
structure of potential conflict. The metaphor does not merely describe political reality; it
configures expectations and limits imagination. To conceive states as persons is to inherit
a model of interaction grounded in independence, vulnerability, and self-preservation. In
this conceptual landscape, perpetual peace becomes difficult to imagine because the very
grammar of political thought presupposes autonomous, self-defending agents. The study
thus reveals that the “impossibility” of lasting peace is not simply empirical or strategic.
It is embedded in the conceptual architecture of modern political ontology. As long as the
state is conceptualized through the metaphor of autonomous personhood, peace remains
derivative and fragile.
Conclusion

This article has argued that debates about peace must be relocated at the level of
metaphysics. By applying cognitive metaphor theory, it has shown that the dominant
modern understanding of the state rests on a powerful conceptual metaphor: the state as
an autonomous person. This metaphor structures not only political theory but also the
limits of political imagination. Within this framework, peace cannot be a natural or
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"enduring condition. It is necessarily contingent because it unfolds between entities
conceived as independent selves lacking a common superior. Institutional reforms and
normative aspirations, while significant, do not alter this underlying ontology. If lasting
peace is to be conceptualized differently, a transformation at the level of political
metaphysics may be required. This would entail rethinking the basic metaphor through
which the state is understood. Until such a shift occurs, the aspiration to stable and natural
peace will remain constrained by the conceptual commitments embedded in the metaphor
of autonomous state personhood.
Keywords

Metaphysics of the State, Metaphysics of Peace, Cognitive Metaphors, Autonomy,
Thomas Hobbes.
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