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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Political philosophy, as a foundational branch of philosophy, investigates the
fundamental nature of institutions, power, legitimacy, justice, and human relations
within the political sphere. Beyond offering normative prescriptions, it provides
analytical frameworks that shape political action and institutional design. This article
examines the genealogy of peace in political philosophy through both negative and
positive perspectives. Peace is conceptualized not merely as the absence of war
(negative peace), but as an active, structured, and institutionalized process (positive
peace) requiring normative justification and practical mechanisms.

The theoretical foundation of the study draws on the work of Louis Althusser,
particularly his concepts of infrastructure and apparatus as articulated in Lenin and
Philosophy and Other Essays. Althusser’s approach highlights the interplay between
theory, institutional structures, and the material conditions of implementation. From this
perspective, political philosophy is not merely speculative reflection but can function as
a “weapon” in shaping the understanding of power, conflict, and peace. Philosophical
paradigms generate intellectual apparatuses that condition the possibilities of
institutional formation, policy orientation, and political conduct.

The article comparatively analyses five major traditions of political philosophy—
Romanticism, Marxism, Idealism, Realism, and Pragmatism—to assess their respective
capacities for generating negative or positive peace. By situating peace within broader
paradigmatic orientations toward power and conflict, the study aims to clarify how
theoretical frameworks influence political practice.

Methodology

The study adopts a qualitative and comparative genealogical methodology. First, it
reconstructs the normative and ontological assumptions of each philosophical tradition
concerning human nature, power, and conflict. Second, it evaluates how these
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assumptions translate into political strategies and institutional configurations. The
analysis is grounded in canonical texts and key thinkers associated with each paradigm,
while drawing on contemporary scholarship in political theory and international
relations.

The conceptual distinction between negative and positive peace is informed by the
work of Johan Galtung, particularly his seminal article Violence, Peace, and Peace
Research, which defines peace as both the absence of direct violence and the presence
of structural justice. In addition, the normative dimension of political philosophy is
contextualized through the work of John Rawls, especially 4 Theory of Justice, which
emphasizes institutional design and procedural fairness.

Through this framework, each philosophical school is examined along three
analytical axes: (1) its conception of power, (2) its orientation toward conflict and
transformation, and (3) its institutional feasibility for sustaining peace. This structured
comparison allows for a systematic assessment of the practical and normative
implications of each paradigm.

Results and Discussion

The analysis reveals significant variation in the capacity of different philosophical
traditions to generate sustainable peace.

Romantic and Idealist traditions tend to conceptualize politics through moral
absolutism or visions of collective unity. While these paradigms often articulate noble
ethical aspirations—such as universal harmony or moral perfection—they frequently
underestimate the structural realities of power and conflict. As a result, peace within
these frameworks is often deferred to a future moral transformation rather than
grounded in concrete institutional mechanisms. The reliance on ethical idealism may
inadvertently produce instability when confronted with competing interests or pluralistic
societies.

Marxism presents a more structurally grounded analysis of conflict, identifying
material inequality and class domination as the roots of violence. However, by framing
peace as a post-revolutionary condition contingent upon the abolition of class structures,
Marxist theory often legitimizes revolutionary violence as a transitional necessity.
Historical experiences suggest that such transformative ambitions, when coupled with
centralized power, may generate new forms of structural violence. Thus, while Marxism
aspires to positive peace through justice and emancipation, its pathway to peace is
frequently mediated by conflict-intensive strategies.

In contrast, Realist traditions approach peace through prudence, balance of power,
and institutional restraint. Peace is not conceived as moral harmony but as the managed
absence of large-scale violence within a competitive environment. This perspective
tends to favor negative peace—stability through deterrence and institutional checks—
rather than transformative social engineering. Although limited in normative ambition,
Realism demonstrates greater attentiveness to the constraints of power and human
fallibility.

Pragmatism, meanwhile, offers a dynamic and procedural understanding of peace.
By emphasizing experimentation, institutional learning, and adaptive governance,
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‘Pragmatist frameworks enable incremental peacebuilding. Peace is understood as a
continuous process rather than a final state, sustained through practical mechanisms,
deliberation, and institutional flexibility. Among the paradigms examined, Pragmatism
appears most conducive to generating positive peace grounded in actionable structures
rather than utopian expectations.

Overall, the findings suggest that paradigms emphasizing radical transformation and
moral absolutism tend to generate higher risks of conflict when institutional safeguards
are weak. Conversely, traditions prioritizing procedural governance, institutional
design, and contextual adaptability demonstrate greater potential for sustainable peace.
Conclusion

This study argues that peace in political philosophy must be analysed through both
negative and positive dimensions. Philosophical paradigms shape not only ethical
aspirations but also institutional possibilities. Political philosophy, understood through
Althusser’s framework of apparatus and infrastructure, operates as both a critical lens
and a strategic instrument. It can reveal the structural roots of violence, but it can also
legitimize conflict depending on its normative orientation and institutional translation.

The genealogical comparison demonstrates that not all philosophical traditions
possess equal capacity for producing sustainable peace. Idealist, Romantic, and certain
Marxist frameworks, despite their moral intentions, may defer peace to future
transformations or justify conflict as a necessary stage. Realist and Pragmatist
approaches, while less utopian, offer more immediate and institutionalized mechanisms
for managing conflict and fostering stability.

A comprehensive theory of peace must therefore integrate normative aspiration with
institutional feasibility. By examining the interplay between theory, power, and
practice, this article contributes to a deeper understanding of how political philosophy
shapes both the possibilities and the limits of peace in political life.
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