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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The concept of peace has always been one of the most fundamental moral and political
concepts in the history of human thought. A concept that is always defined by a crisis of
meaning and subject to the dominance of diverse and sometimes conflicting discourses
the two intellectual horizons of the Iranian school with its ancient roots, Iranian-Islamic
wisdom and mystical elements, and the contemporary collectivist school in the West with
its emphasis on concepts such as the common good and the critique of liberal
individualism, each explained and defined a specific understanding of peace.

Main question: Based on Gadamer's philosophical hermeneutics, what are the
similarities and commonalities between the Iranian school of peace and contemporary
collectivism in explaining virtue-based peace?

Research hypothesis: Despite historical and cultural differences, these two traditions
have conceptual convergence in components such as community orientation, common
good, tolerance, altruism, and criticism of extreme individualism.

The purpose of the research:is to analyze the semantic capacities of the Iranian school
of peace and explain the possibility of its interdisciplinary dialogue with contemporary
collectivism in redefining the concept of peace.

This research shows that, on the one hand, in both traditions, peace, beyond the
absence of war, is understood as a moral, collective, and virtue-based matter and has a
close connection with justice, tradition, and common good; and on the other hand,
Gadamer's philosophical hermeneutic method well provides and demonstrates the
possibility of blending horizons and revealing the common theoretical capacities of these
two streams of thought.

Peace in the Iranian school is a multifaceted and deep-rooted concept that is defined
in connection with reason, religion, mysticism, and ethics, beyond politics and the
absence of war. This school, emphasizing justice, love, tolerance, and the common good,
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pursues the ideal of balance and harmony in individual and social life. In both intellectual
traditions, the place of society in the formation of human identity and values is important.
The perception of peace as a virtue-oriented and ethical politics is observed in both
intellectual traditions. Finally, within the framework of Gadamer's hermeneutics, both
traditions have a deep convergence in community-centeredness, virtuous politics,
criticism of individualism, and emphasis on dialogue and tolerance; this convergence
reveals the capacity for mutual interpretation and intercultural dialogue in the concept of
peace.
Methodology

This research has been conducted with a descriptive-analytical approach and within
the framework of qualitative research. The research data has been collected through
documentary and library study and includes classical and contemporary texts related to
the Iranian school of peace and the theory of Communitarianism.
Discussion findings

The research findings show that in both the Iranian school and contemporary
collectivism traditions, peace is not simply the absence of war, but a moral and social
concept linked to justice, common good, tolerance, and the moral order of society. A
comparative study of these two approaches shows that both emphasize community-
centeredness, virtue-baseness, and criticism of extreme individualism. In the Iranian
school, peace is rooted in ethical, mystical, and philosophical traditions, and in
collectivism, it is explained within the framework of collective identity and common
good. Also, Gadamer's philosophical hermeneutics, by providing the possibility of
"blending horizons," provides the basis for a common understanding and interpretation
of these two intellectual traditions in explaining peace.
Conclusion

This study showed that peace in the Iranian school is a multidimensional and deep-
rooted concept that is formed in connection with reason, religion, mysticism, and ethics,
and beyond the absence of war, it is understood as a moral and social ideal for achieving
justice and harmony in society. Using the framework of Gadamer's philosophical
hermeneutics, this study has examined the conceptual relationship between the Iranian
school of peace and collectivism in the horizon of interpretive dialogue. The results of
the study indicate that:
I- In both traditions, society and cultural traditions play a fundamental role in the
formation of human identity and values.
2 -The concept of the "common good" has a central position in both systems of thought,
and peace is explained as a moral and collective state based on justice and social
solidarity.
3 -In both approaches, peace is linked to virtue-based politics and the cultivation of moral
virtues in the context of society.
4 -Tolerance, peaceful coexistence, and sustainable moral relations are common elements
of the realization of peace in these two traditions.
5 -By criticizing extreme individualism, both traditions emphasize the importance of
social relations, culture, and human bonds in organizing moral order and social peace.
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-—Accordingly, despite historical and cultural differences, there are significant conceptual
convergences between these two traditions that allow for theoretical dialogue and mutual
interpretation.
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