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Extended Abstract
Introduction

War and peace are commonly understood as a binary opposition. However,
poststructuralist approaches—particularly Jacques Derrida's philosophy—suggest that
these concepts do not exist independently but derive meaning through a complex and
interdependent relationship. From this perspective, peace cannot be reduced to the mere
absence of war; rather, its realization requires the elimination of the structural and
symbolic forms of violence continually reproduced within systems of power. Although
the Shahnameh portrays wise and peace-seeking women at critical moments in the
narrative, it repeatedly depicts them as ultimately unsuccessful in confronting the
dominant logic of violence and warfare. Previous studies have mainly emphasized the
constructive roles of women as mediators, strategists, and agents of peace while paying
comparatively little attention to the causes of the failure of their peace-oriented efforts
or to the relationship between these failures and the epic's underlying structures of
power. Addressing this gap, the present study argues that the failure of peace-oriented
women in the Shahnameh stems not from personal weakness or individual shortcomings
but from the predominance of structural, symbolic, and ideological violence embedded
within the epic order of the narrative.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative research design using a descriptive-analytical approach with
a critical orientation. Its theoretical framework combines Derrida's deconstructive approach,
Slavoj Zizek's theory of violence, Johan Galtung's theories of peace and violence, and feminist
peace theory. The research data consist of selected episodes from the narratives of Rostam and
Sohrab and Rostam and Esfandiyar, with particular emphasis on the peace-oriented actions of
Tahmineh, Gordafarid, and Katayoun during moments of crisis. These narratives are examined
through interpretive textual analysis. To explain the constraints imposed on women's agency,
the study proposes a conceptual model referred to as the ""Encirclement of Inhibitive Violence."
According to this model, women's peace-oriented agency is analyzed through the interaction of
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three interrelated dimensions of violence—direct, structural, and symbolic—in order to reveal
the mechanisms through which the dominant logic of power and war neutralizes their efforts.
Results and Discussion

The analysis of Rostam and Sohrab and Rostam and Esfandiyar demonstrates that, contrary
to the conventional perception of epic literature as a genre concerned primarily with warfare and
heroism, Ferdowsi embeds a significant discourse of peace within these narratives, with women
serving as its principal representatives. Tahmineh, Gordafarid, and Katayoun each attempt to
restrain violence and prevent the escalation of conflict through wisdom, dialogue, love,
prudence, mediation, and ethical judgment. Yet their efforts ultimately fail because they are
confronted by mutually reinforcing forms of violence operating at different levels of the social
and political order.

The findings indicate that this failure is produced not by deficiencies in the female characters
themselves but by the interaction of direct, structural, and symbolic violence. In Rostam and
Sohrab, Tahmineh's peace project culminates in tragedy because symbolic violence, secrecy,
ideological misrecognition, and the logic of political power prevent truth from emerging and
destroy the possibility of reconciliation. Gordafarid's narrative likewise illustrates how the
conflict among love, ethnic identity, and patriarchal discourse reproduces cultural violence,
thereby foreclosing dialogue and reinforcing hostility. Although Gordafarid displays courage,
wisdom, and strategic judgment, her voice remains subordinate to the ideological priorities of
war and masculine honor.

Similarly, in Rostam and Esfandiyar, Katayoun repeatedly attempts to prevent the fatal
confrontation between Rostam and Esfandiyar by warning against political ambition and
emphasizing prudence and foresight. Nevertheless, her interventions prove ineffective because
structural violence generated by political authority, religious ideology, dynastic ambition, and
gender discrimination excludes her from the sphere of decision-making. Her wisdom is
acknowledged but ultimately disregarded within a patriarchal system that privileges obedience,
military valor, and royal authority over ethical deliberation.

Taken together, these narratives demonstrate that the visible violence of war is itself the
product of deeper structural and symbolic forms of violence. The tragic outcomes arise because
ideological and institutional mechanisms continually reproduce conditions that make peaceful
resolution impossible. As long as these underlying foundations remain intact, peace-oriented
actions—even when undertaken by the wisest and most farsighted characters—cannot achieve
lasting success. From this perspective, the Shahnameh should be understood not only as an epic
celebrating heroism and warfare but also as a profound critique of the mechanisms through
which violence is reproduced and legitimized within political and cultural systems.

Conclusion

Focusing on the narratives of Rostam and Sohrab and Rostam and Esfandiyar, this study
demonstrates that the question of peace in the Shahnameh extends far beyond the simple
opposition between war and reconciliation. Instead, peace is articulated through the dynamic
relationship among power, ethics, ideology, and human agency. The findings reveal that
although Tahminah, Gordafarid, and Katayoun possess wisdom, foresight, compassion, and a
genuine commitment to preventing or ending violence, they ultimately fail before the dominant
logic of war, political authority, patriarchal traditions, and ideological power. Their tragic
destinies become inseparable from grief, loss, and the persistence of non-peace.

Moving beyond exclusively optimistic interpretations of women's roles in the Shahnameh,
this study argues that their agency is entrapped within a tragic network in which even the most
rational, humane, and ethically grounded efforts are neutralized by structural violence, political
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afhbition, and the epic logic of war. This interpretation reveals a neglected dimension of
Ferdowsi's reflections on the relationship among peace, violence, power, and ethics while
highlighting the Shahnameh's continuing potential for critical reinterpretation within
contemporary peace studies, feminist literary criticism, and literary scholarship more broadly.
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