X\ Journal of Peace Studies Vol. 1; No. 3; 2025

£
i 3
3 §
)\ y
W 4
- "-a.»\ ==

Tolerance as the Central Signifier of the Iranian School of Peace

Amir Hooshang Mirkooshesh!
1- Associate Professor, Department of Political Science and International Relations, Sha.C.,
Islamic Azad University, Shahrood, Iran. Email: am.mirkooshesh@iau.ac.ir

Date received:2025/08/03 Date revised:2025/09/11 Date accepted:2025/09/20

Extended Abstract
Introduction

Tolerance has long occupied a distinguished place in Iranian civilization as a moral,
cultural, religious, and political principle. In the Iranian intellectual tradition, tolerance
is not merely an ethical virtue at the individual level, but a civilizational value that has
shaped patterns of coexistence, social order, and intercultural relations across history.
The present article argues that tolerance can be understood as the central signifier of the
Iranian School of Peace, a conceptual framework that interprets Iranian historical
experience, literary heritage, religious traditions, and political memory through the lens
of peaceful coexistence. The main question guiding the study is how tolerance has
become a foundational element in the formation of this school of thought and why it has
retained such a significant role in Iranian history and politics.

The article begins from the premise that the Iranian tradition has produced multiple
cultural resources that support peace-oriented social relations. These resources can be
observed in pre-Islamic governance, in Zoroastrian and Avestan moral teachings, in
Islamic philosophical and mystical thought, and in classical Persian literature. From this
perspective, tolerance functions as an integrative concept connecting diverse historical
layers of Iranian identity. It is both a domestic ethical principle and an external
civilizational capacity that may contribute to international understanding, dialogue, and
peaceful coexistence.

Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative, analytical-historical methodology. It relies on the
interpretive examination of historical, literary, religious, and political sources relevant
to the Iranian tradition of tolerance and peace. Rather than measuring tolerance
quantitatively, the article analyzes texts and historical narratives to identify conceptual
continuities and civilizational patterns that support the claim that tolerance is central to
the Iranian School of Peace.

The research approach is interdisciplinary. It combines historical analysis with
cultural interpretation in order to connect ideas of tolerance in different domains:
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statecraft, ethics, religion, mysticism, and poetry. Primary and secondary sources are
read comparatively to reveal how tolerance has been articulated in Iranian thought and
how it has been transformed across time. In particular, the study pays attention to the
symbolic and normative role of canonical literary figures, religious concepts, and
historical governance models in constructing a peaceful Iranian worldview.

Results and Discussion

The findings of the study suggest that tolerance in the Iranian context is not an
imported modern notion, but a deeply rooted civilizational principle. The historical
record indicates that Iranian political culture, especially in certain periods, has shown a
capacity for pluralism, coexistence, and relative accommodation of difference. This is
visible in the memory of Achaemenid governance, the ethical teachings associated with
ancient Iranian traditions, and the enduring symbolic importance of justice and
moderation in political legitimacy.

The article also shows that Iranian religious and intellectual traditions have
contributed to a broader ethical foundation for tolerance. In Zoroastrian and related
Iranian moral frameworks, good thought, good word, and good deed promote social
harmony and moral responsibility. Later Islamic-Iranian thought further deepened these
values through philosophical reflection and mystical universalism. The works of Persian
poets and mystics repeatedly emphasize love, compassion, human dignity, and the
transcendence of sectarian boundaries. These traditions collectively form a cultural
matrix in which tolerance appears not as a marginal virtue, but as a central normative
principle.

A significant result of the article is the identification of tolerance as both an internal
and an external principle. Internally, tolerance contributes to social cohesion, plural
coexistence, and ethical self-restraint. Externally, it enables Iran to present itself as a
civilizational actor capable of dialogue and peaceful engagement with others. In this
sense, the article argues that tolerance has a diplomatic dimension. It can operate as a
soft power resource and as a basis for cultural diplomacy, allowing Iranian civilization
to participate in the construction of regional and global peace.

Conclusion

The study concludes that tolerance can be legitimately considered the central
signifier of the Iranian School of Peace. Through historical continuity, ethical depth,
and literary expression, tolerance has functioned as a foundational principle in Iranian
civilization. It has shaped patterns of coexistence within society and provided a
conceptual basis for dialogue beyond national borders. The article therefore suggests
that Iranian cultural and historical heritage contains a valuable peace-oriented model
that remains relevant for contemporary international relations.

In practical terms, the study implies that reviving and interpreting this tradition may
contribute to strengthening civil society, promoting intercultural understanding, and
supporting peaceful regional and global relations. The Iranian School of Peace, as
articulated through tolerance, is not only a reflection of the past but also a framework
for the future. It offers a civilizational narrative in which peace is sustained through
ethical plurality, cultural reciprocity, and respect for human diversity.
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