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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Among the surviving historical works of medieval Iran, the History of Bayhagqi
occupies a unique position. While it has traditionally been valued for the reliability of its
historical narratives and the elegance of its Persian prose, its importance as a source for
understanding the practical operation of political power has received far less attention.
Bayhagi does more than recount events; his narrative reveals the ways in which authority
was exercised, negotiated, and maintained within the Ghaznavid state. The detailed
descriptions of political decisions, administrative practices, court affairs, and provincial
governance make the text particularly suitable for examining the relationship between
rulers, institutions, and society.

Recent developments in political sociology have emphasized that political stability
cannot be explained solely through military superiority or personal leadership. Instead,
stable rule emerges through the interaction of institutional arrangements, symbolic
legitimacy, administrative organization, and the actions of political actors. The theoretical
perspectives developed by Anthony Giddens and Pierre Bourdieu provide useful
analytical tools for examining these interactions. Giddens' theory of structuration explains
how social structures both constrain and enable human action, while Bourdieu's concepts
of symbolic power and social capital illuminate the less visible forms of authority through
which political systems reproduce themselves.

Against this background, the present study investigates the mechanisms through which
Sultan Mas ‘Tid sought to preserve domestic order, as reflected in the History of Bayhaqi.
Rather than viewing political stability simply as the outcome of military strength, the
article explores the combination of coercive, administrative, informational, and symbolic
resources employed by the Ghaznavid government. Through this perspective, Bayhaqi's
work is approached not merely as a historical chronicle but as a valuable document for
understanding the political logic of medieval Iranian statecraft.
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Methodology

This study employs a qualitative research design based on descriptive and analytical
methods. The History of Bayhaqi constitutes the principal source of evidence. Relevant
passages concerning the maintenance of internal order, the exercise of political
authority, and the operation of governmental institutions were identified through close
reading of the text.

The analysis was conducted within the conceptual framework provided by Anthony
Giddens' theory of structuration and Pierre Bourdieu's sociology of power. These
complementary perspectives make it possible to examine both the institutional context
of political action and the role of individual agency in shaping historical developments.
Rather than treating historical episodes as isolated incidents, the study interprets them as
interconnected expressions of broader political structures.

Following the collection of textual evidence, the extracted materials were organized
thematically according to recurring patterns of governance. Particular attention was given
to four interconnected dimensions of political authority: military deterrence,
administrative control, intelligence and surveillance, and cooperation with influential
religious and social figures. These categories were then examined in relation to one
another in order to explain how different instruments of power contributed collectively to
the preservation of political stability within the Ghaznavid state.

Results and Discussion

The analysis demonstrates that the political order established under Sultan Mas‘ad
relied on a combination of mutually reinforcing strategies rather than on military force
alone. Bayhagqi's narrative consistently illustrates that effective government depended
upon the interaction of coercive authority, bureaucratic organization, information
gathering, and social legitimacy.

Military power constituted the most visible component of royal authority. Public
punishment, military campaigns, and explicit threats directed toward rebellious provinces
functioned as instruments of deterrence intended to discourage resistance before it
emerged. The psychological impact of these measures appears to have been as significant
as their military consequences, since they reinforced the perception of the ruler's capacity
to punish disobedience.

Administrative institutions formed a second pillar of political stability. Provincial
governors and high-ranking officials acted as representatives of the central government
throughout the empire. At the same time, Bayhaqi records repeated instances of
corruption, confiscation of property, and financial exploitation by these officials. Such
episodes reveal an important structural contradiction: the same administrative apparatus
that enabled the expansion of royal authority also created opportunities for abuse that
could undermine political legitimacy.

The intelligence network represented another essential instrument of governance. The
evidence indicates that Sultan Mas'tud relied simultaneously on officially appointed
inspectors and confidential informants operating within different levels of government.
Surveillance extended beyond provincial administration to include members of the royal
court and even individuals closely connected with the ruling family. Information therefore
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became a strategic resource through which uncertainty was reduced and political control
strengthened.

Equally significant was the ruler's relationship with prominent scholars, judges, and
influential local notables. These individuals possessed considerable moral authority
within urban society and frequently served as intermediaries between the government and
local communities. Their cooperation provided the Ghaznavid administration with an
important source of symbolic legitimacy while facilitating communication, negotiation,
and conflict management. From Bourdieu's perspective, such relationships may be
understood as forms of symbolic capital that enhanced the effectiveness of political
authority without relying exclusively on coercion.

Taken together, these findings suggest that political stability within the Ghaznavid
state emerged from the interaction between institutional structures and deliberate political
action. Bayhagi's account portrays governance as a multidimensional process in which
military, administrative, informational, and symbolic resources were carefully combined
to maintain internal order.

Conclusion

The present study has shown that the History of Bayhaqi offers a rich account of the
practical functioning of political power in the Ghaznavid period. When interpreted
through contemporary theories of political sociology, the text reveals that domestic
stability was achieved through a complex interplay of institutional arrangements and
individual decision-making rather than through coercion alone.

The evidence indicates that Sultan Mas‘tid sought to strengthen his rule by
integrating military deterrence, bureaucratic administration, intelligence gathering, and
cooperation with socially influential groups into a coherent system of governance. At
the same time, Bayhaqi's observations draw attention to the limitations of this system,
particularly the tensions created by corruption and the misuse of delegated authority.
These structural weaknesses demonstrate that political order remained dependent upon
the continuous management of relations between the central government, provincial
officials, and local society.

More broadly, the study illustrates the value of combining classical Persian historical
texts with modern social theory. Such an interdisciplinary approach makes it possible to
recover dimensions of political organization that are often overlooked in conventional
historical readings. Consequently, the History of Bayhaqi should be regarded not only as
an outstanding literary and historical work but also as an important source for the study
of political institutions, governance, and the sociology of power in medieval Iran.
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