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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In recent decades, peace studies have expanded beyond the traditional understanding
of peace as merely the absence of war. Contemporary peace scholars, particularly Johan
Galtung, have introduced the concept of positive peace, emphasizing justice, equality,
social participation, and the elimination of structural and cultural violence as essential
components of sustainable peace. From this perspective, cultural institutions, including
literature, play a crucial role in fostering peaceful values and social coexistence.

Literature, especially children’s and adolescent literature, possesses considerable
capacity to shape moral imagination, empathy, and social awareness. Through narrative
experiences, readers encounter diverse human situations and develop the ability to
understand others’ perspectives and emotions. Consequently, literary texts can
significantly contribute to peace education and the cultivation of nonviolent attitudes.

Among contemporary Iranian writers, Houshang Moradi Kermani occupies a
distinctive position. His stories frequently depict ordinary people, marginalized
communities, poverty, social inequality, and interpersonal relationships. Despite
economic hardships and social limitations, the characters in his narratives often
demonstrate empathy, cooperation, solidarity, and respect for human dignity. These
characteristics suggest that Moradi Kermani’s works may contain significant components
of peace culture.

Although numerous studies have examined Moradi Kermani’s works from literary,
sociological, and educational perspectives, little attention has been paid to analyzing his
writings within the framework of peace studies. Therefore, the present study seeks to
explore how the components of peace culture are represented in selected works of Moradi
Kermani based on Johan Galtung’s theory of positive peace.

Methodology

This study is qualitative in nature and employs a directed qualitative content analysis

approach. Directed content analysis is particularly suitable when existing theories guide
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data analysis and interpretation. The theoretical framework of this research is based on
Johan Galtung’s concept of positive peace.

The research corpus consists of five major literary works by Houshang Moradi
Kermani selected through purposive sampling: Stories of Majid, The Water Urn, Mama’s
Guest, Children of the Carpet-Weaving House, and The Oven. These texts were selected
because of their social themes, realistic portrayal of everyday life, and emphasis on
interpersonal relations.

Data were collected through repeated reading of the selected texts. Relevant passages,
themes, narrative events, and character interactions associated with peace-related
concepts were identified and coded. The coding categories were developed according to
the main dimensions of positive peace theory, including empathy, cooperation, social
participation, human dignity, peaceful conflict resolution, social solidarity, and
representations of structural violence.

To enhance credibility and trustworthiness, the coding process was conducted
systematically, and the extracted themes were continuously compared with the theoretical
framework.

Results and Discussion

The findings reveal that empathy and altruism constitute central features of Moradi
Kermani’s fictional world. In works such as Mama’s Guest and Stories of Majid,
characters frequently support one another emotionally and materially despite their own
economic limitations. Such interactions strengthen social bonds and exemplify important
aspects of positive peace.

Another major finding concerns cooperation and collective participation. In The Water
Urn, for instance, the broken water container becomes a collective problem requiring
cooperation among students, teachers, and villagers. The narrative highlights the
importance of shared responsibility and community participation in overcoming social
challenges. This pattern reflects Galtung’s emphasis on participatory social structures as
prerequisites for sustainable peace.

The study also demonstrates that poverty and deprivation are recurrent themes in
Moradi Kermani’s works. However, poverty is not portrayed merely as an individual
condition; rather, it is represented as a consequence of broader social inequalities. In
Children of the Carpet-Weaving House and The Oven, child labor, deprivation, and
limited opportunities are depicted as manifestations of structural violence. Through
realistic narratives, Moradi Kermani exposes social injustices while simultaneously
emphasizing resilience, solidarity, and human dignity.

Furthermore, peaceful conflict resolution appears as another significant component in
the analyzed texts. Conflicts among characters are generally resolved through dialogue,
mutual understanding, compromise, and forgiveness rather than through direct violence.
Such representations contribute to promoting a culture of dialogue and nonviolent
communication.

Respect for human dignity is equally prominent throughout Moradi Kermani’s
narratives. Regardless of their socioeconomic status, characters are portrayed as
individuals possessing intrinsic worth and moral agency. The author avoids paternalistic
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or pity-based representations of marginalized groups and instead presents them as active
agents capable of preserving dignity and hope under difficult circumstances.

Overall, the findings confirm that Moradi Kermani’s literary works strongly
correspond with the principal dimensions of Galtung’s theory of positive peace. His
narratives encourage empathy, cooperation, social cohesion, and critical awareness of
social inequalities, thereby contributing to peace culture.

Conclusion

The present study examined the representation of peace culture in selected works of
Houshang Moradi Kermani through the lens of Johan Galtung’s theory of positive peace.
The findings indicate that Moradi Kermani’s narratives embody essential components of
positive peace, including empathy, social solidarity, cooperation, peaceful conflict
resolution, human dignity, and critique of structural violence.

The study further demonstrates that Moradi Kermani’s works extend beyond literary
and educational functions and may be regarded as important examples of peace literature
in contemporary Iran. By portraying ordinary human experiences and emphasizing ethical
and social values, these narratives contribute to peace education and the promotion of
peaceful coexistence.

Given their educational and cultural significance, Moradi Kermani’s works can be
effectively utilized in formal and informal educational settings to foster empathy, social
responsibility, and peace-oriented values among younger generations. Future research
may examine other contemporary Iranian authors from the perspective of peace studies
and further explore the relationship between literature and peace culture.
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