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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Peace has long been recognized as one of the central concepts in political theory and
international relations. Nevertheless, despite decades of peace negotiations, diplomatic
initiatives, international mediation, and political agreements, the Middle East continues
to experience persistent cycles of violence and instability. Most peace initiatives have
either failed to resolve the root causes of conflict or have merely produced temporary
reductions in violence. This persistent failure has intensified scholarly debates regarding
the theoretical foundations of peacebuilding and the conditions required for achieving
sustainable peace in the region.

Contemporary peace studies identify three major and conflicting narratives of
peacebuilding: the radical, liberal, and local approaches. The radical approach attributes
the persistence of conflict to structural inequalities and entrenched regional power
relations, arguing that genuine peace is unattainable without fundamental structural
transformation. In contrast, the liberal approach emphasizes institution-building,
democratization, international mediation, and multilateral cooperation as the principal
mechanisms for conflict resolution. More recently, however, both perspectives have been
challenged by the local peacebuilding approach, which argues that sustainable peace
cannot be imposed from above but must emerge from below through community
participation, local ownership, indigenous conflict-resolution mechanisms, and
reconciliation among local actors. Against this theoretical backdrop, this study seeks to
examine the conflicting narratives of peace in the Middle East and to assess their
respective analytical and practical capacities for explaining and promoting sustainable
peace.

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical design based on an extensive review of
the existing literature on peacebuilding in the Middle East. Using a comparative analytical
framework, the study examines the three dominant peace narratives—radical, liberal, and
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local—across several analytical dimensions, including their ontological and
epistemological assumptions, level of analysis, principal actors, understanding of the
causes of conflict, preferred peacebuilding strategies, and assessments of the prospects
for sustainable peace. The central research question guiding the study is: What are the
fundamental theoretical and substantive differences among the conflicting narratives of
peace in the Middle East?

Results and Discussion

The comparative analysis reveals that the three narratives represent fundamentally
different understandings of both conflict and peacebuilding. The radical narrative views
conflict as the product of unequal political, economic, and geopolitical structures and
therefore advocates structural transformation as the prerequisite for peace. Although this
perspective offers a powerful critique of existing regional and international power
arrangements, it provides limited practical guidance for overcoming protracted conflicts.

The liberal narrative, by contrast, considers peace attainable through democratic
governance, institutional reform, international mediation, and external peacebuilding
interventions. However, the experience of the Middle East during the past several decades
demonstrates that externally designed and state-centered peacebuilding initiatives have
frequently failed to establish legitimate and durable peace. Their top-down orientation
often overlooks the historical, cultural, and social dynamics of local communities and
consequently suffers from a persistent legitimacy deficit.

The findings indicate that the local peacebuilding narrative provides a more
comprehensive and context-sensitive framework for understanding peace in the Middle
East. Rather than privileging either structural constraints or international institutions, it
emphasizes the agency of local communities, civil society organizations, indigenous
reconciliation practices, and informal mechanisms of conflict management. By focusing
on community participation and locally generated solutions, the local approach bridges
the gap between macro-level structural explanations and institutional prescriptions.
Recent experiences across several Middle Eastern countries further illustrate that durable
reductions in violence have frequently emerged through locally negotiated arrangements,
community mediation, and grassroots reconciliation rather than through externally
imposed political settlements alone.

Conclusion

This study concludes that the three narratives of peacebuilding differ not only in their
theoretical assumptions but also in their practical implications for conflict resolution in
the Middle East. While the radical approach remains primarily concerned with structural
transformation and the liberal approach prioritizes institutional engineering and
international intervention, neither has succeeded in providing a consistently effective
pathway toward sustainable peace in the region.

In contrast, the local peacebuilding narrative demonstrates greater analytical and
practical potential. Its emphasis on local ownership, community participation, indigenous
capacities, and context-specific peacebuilding practices offers a more realistic framework
for addressing the multidimensional nature of contemporary conflicts in the Middle East.
Accordingly, the study argues that a meaningful transition from recurrent conflict to
sustainable peace requires shifting the analytical focus from externally driven and state-
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centric models toward locally embedded processes that empower communities as the
principal agents of peacebuilding.
Keywords
Peace, Liberal Peacebuilding, Structural Approach, Middle East, Conflicting

Narratives.
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